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1. Claims 138-153 remain for examination. Claims 1-137 have been canceled. 
Upon further review, claim 138,142 are, in addition to prior art of record, rejected based 
on new grounds of rejection. This is a non-final in order to allow applicant a chance to 
respond. However, response to applicant's remarks will be included to clarify the 
teaching of prior art. Kusumoto etal. (5,012,281) is a newly found art. 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 138 and 142 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The reasons are given below. 

3. As to claim 138, no substantial practical application can be found in the claim. 
Although claim recites the output control apparatus for operable to communicate the 
information apparatus via a network (see preamble), and the print counting means for 
counting , the trouble counting means for counting, the determination means for 
determining, the transmission control means for controlling the transmission if the 
number determined reached to a predetermined number (see claim body), it is intended 
use, not a positive recitation of the limitation. No network components nor any 
structural and functional interrelationships between the transmission and other claimed 
elements of the output control apparatus which permit the communication's 
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functionality to be realized. Although claim additionally recites the repeatedly 
initialization (see claim 1, line 3 from the bottom), it is directed to mere update of the 
count value and the manipulation of abstract ideas (e.g. count value) without practical 
application. Therefore, claim 138 is non-statutory. See also Schrader, 22 F.3d at 293- 
94, 30 USPQ2d at 1458-59, or Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d at 1759. 

4. As to claim 142, claim 142 has similar features with claim 138, the same analysis 
is also applicable to claim 142. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 138, 142 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overKusumoto et al, (5,012,281) in view Nakahara et al. (5,172,244). 

6. As to claim 1 38, Kusumoto taught at least : 

a) print counting means for counting a print count value indicating a number of prints in 
response to delivery of a print sheet printed (see the print counter in col. 10, lines 21-65, 
see also fig.5, [print sheet counter]); 

b) trouble counting means [JAM COUNTER]for counting updating a trouble count value 
indicating a number of print troubles when a print trouble occurs (see fig.4 [JAM 

COUNTER A03]; 
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c) determination means for determining whether or not the print count value 

counted by the print counting means reaches a predetermined value (see increment 

v. 

and decrement of Cps in col. 10, lines 46-65) ; 

d) transmission control means for controlling transmission of trouble data on the 
predetermined value (see the occurrence of jamming in col. 10, lines 51-68, col. 11, lines 
1-32) including the trouble count value counted until the print count value reaches the 
predetermined value , such that the trouble count value indicating the number of 
troubles counted until the print count value reaches the predetermined value at said 
output control apparatus (see the detection of jamming and the jam counter in col.11, 
lines 34-61); and 

e) initialization means(see fig.6A [c05])for, if said determination means determines that 
the print count value counted by the print counting means reaches the predetermined 
value, initializing the trouble count value see the reset of jam counter in col. 13, lines 16- 
28). 

7. Kusumoto did not specifically show the initialization means were repeatedly 
perform the initialization when the print count value counted by the reached the 
predetermined value as claimed. However, Nakahara also taught reputedly initialization 
(see the data of the image switched to the initial modes automatically in col .4, lines 62- 
68). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use Nakahara in 
Kusumoto for repeatedly performing initialization as claimed because the use of 
Nakahara could provide Kusumoto the ability to start the detection of the troubled data 
automatically without the interruption of the operator, and because Kusumoto did 
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disclose to reduce the maintenance and servicing efforts of operator (see col.14, lines 
45-53), which was the suggestion of the need for providing the repeatedly initialization 
in order to minimize the interruption by the operator, for the above reasons, provided a 
motivation. 
8. 



9. Claims 138-153 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakahara et al. (5,172,244) in view of Sakata (4,905,098). 

1 0. As to the newly amended feature of repeatedly perform initialization, Nakahara 
also taught reputedly initialization (see the data of the image switched to the initial 
modes automatically in col. 4, lines 62-68). 

11. The rejections are maintained and incorporated by reference the last Office 
action on 06/13/06. 

12. 

13. In the remarks, applicant argued that : 

a) Sakata is silent on a transmission control means controlling transmission of trouble 
data including the trouble count counted until the predetermined value. 

14. As to a) above, Sakata was used to supplement the teaching of the number of 
troubles (see page 13, Paragraph 31 of the last Office action on 06/13/06) . As to the 
feature of transmission control means controlling transmission of trouble data including 
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the trouble count counted until the predetermined value, Nakahara taught a 
transmission control means (see fig.8B [s32,s31] for transmitting trouble data (e.g. print 
mode such as plotter number ps, number of copies) until the print count reaches a 
predetermined value (s25) to a predetermined one of at least higher class apparatus 
[px] (see fig.8A s 10 for higher apparatus in order px+l, see the transmission of mode 
data into the selected plotter ps in fig.8B, see co1.6, lines 40-66, col.7,m lines 1-27). 
1 5. Nakahara did not specifically show his trouble data (see col .3, lines 60-65) 
included a number of troubles as claimed. Nakahara showed the pint count and updated 
count (see the set number and count number in col .3, lines 56-64, col .6, lines 9-39). 
However, Sakata disclosed a system including a trouble count (see the jam counter in 
col .1 1 , lines 1 8-34). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
Sakata in Nakahara for including the number of troubles as claimed because the use of 
Sakata could provide Nakahara the ability to process the number of prints based on an 
additional condition in order to track the number of prints with the number of the 
troubled copies, such as the jammed paper, thereby increasing the processing 
adaptability of Nakahara, and it could be readily achieved by predefining the jam 
counter of Sakata with modified counter parameter (e.g. the counter port ) into 
Nakahara so the jam counter could be recognized by Nakahara to achieve the 
enhanced adaptability, and because Nakahara showed the pint count and updated 
count (see the set number and count number in col .3, lines 56-64, col. 6, lines 9-39), 
which was a suggestion of the need for providing a trouble count, such as the jammed 
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number between the set count and count number of the paper in order to provide a 
feedback number, in doing so, provided a motivation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dan Pan whose telephone number is 571 272 4172. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chan, can be reached on 571 272 4162. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703 306 5404. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic / 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). / 
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